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1
CURRENCY DISCRIMINATOR

This is a continuation. of application Ser. No. b
960,156, filed Nov. 13, 1978.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to automated bank-
ing equipment and particularly to an automatic cur-
rency . discriminator for currency counting machines
and the like.

In the field of bankmg and particularly in the field of
automated banking, many sophisticated machines have
been developed ‘in recent years which are useful in
automating many of the heretofore manual operations
performed in the banking industry. Of particular con-
cern has been automated equipment for identifying the
denomination of currency. For example, U.S. Pat. No.
3,679,314, different spectral distributions of a bill are
sensed in order to identify its denomination. In U.S. Pat.
No. 3,870,629, phase locked loops are utilized in detect-
ing the frequency characteristics of each bill being
checked. In U.S. Pat. No. 3,280,974, the changes in
magnetic flux of a bill moving past a sensor is utilized in
identifying the bill denomination. The output of a pho-
todetector is processed by the apparatus disclosed in the
U.S. Pat. No. 3,845,466, so as to form a probability
density function which is compared with a prestored
function. In U.S. Pat. No. 4,041,456, the reflectivity
from one or more areas.on the bill to be identified is
measured and compared with the reflectivity of a bill as
indicated by data in a storage device. Favorable com-
parison operates to identify the currency denomination.

Many of the foregoing techniques are either exces-
sively complicated making high speed verification diffi-
cult or they lack the required accuracy for application
in the banking industry. Furthermore, those patents
describing approaches which are complicated also suf-
fer from being rather costly to implement, regardless of
its operation speed.

It is, therefore, a principle objective of the present
invention to provide a-currency discriminator particu-
larly useful in high speed automated banking devxces
such as currency counters.

It is further objective of the present invention to
provide a currency discriminator. which is fast operat-
ing and highly accurate.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The currency discriminator according to the present
invention utilizes a sensor arrangement for optically
scanning bank notes or the like as they pass by a sensor.
A source of light is arranged relative to the sensor so as
to direct the light toward one surface of the bank note
whose denomination .is to be determined. The sensor
measures the reflected light from an area on the note
itself typically comprising a rectangular area 2 mm X 80
mm which extends from the top of to the bottom of the
bank note sought to be identified. A pluarlity of such
measurements are taken extending from one edge to the
other edge of the note as it passes by the sensor. Each of
these sensed reflectances are stored digitally and once
the reflectances are stored, a plurality of multibit corre-
lation numbers are formed where the first bit of such
number is a one if P, is greater than or equal to P,_»,
otherwise the first bit is zero. The second bit of each
correlation number is a one if P, is greater than or equal
to P,_4, otherwise it is zero as well. The third bit is a
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one if Py, is greater than or equal to P, _¢, otherwise the
third bit is zero. The fourth bit is one if P, is greater than
or equal to P, 3, otherwise the fourth bit is zero.

Each multibit correlation number so formed is then
compared with previously stored multibit numbers
which comprises a four bit correlation number derived
from scanning a corresponding section of a master or
known note. If the multibit correlation number from the
scanner is the same as the multibit correlation number in
storage, a correlation count for a particular denomina-
tion is incremented.

After the bank note has been scanned, the correlation
count related to each possible denomination which can
be detected by the discriminator is compared with each
other. So long as the ratio if the largest correlation
count to the next highest correlation count is 1.28 or
greater and the largest correlation count is at least 28,
the note is identified.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

‘The foregoing and other objects, advantages and
features of the present invention are described in greater
detail below in connection with the drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the electronic circuitry
for the currency discriminator according to the present
invention;

FIG. 1a shows the sensor of FIG. 1 in diagramatic
form;

FIG. 2 shows the manner in which the control circuit
of FIG. 1is operable to cause the remaining circuitry to
form a multi-bit correlation number N;

FIG. 3 shows the manner in which the control oper-
ates the remaining hardware so as to determine the
largest correlation number N;

FIGS. 44, 4b and 4c show how the controls determine
whether the largest correlation count is equal to or
greater than 1.28 times the next largest correlation
count;

FIG. 5 is a system block diagram for the preferred
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 6a shows a forward plan view and FIG. 6b
shows a top plan view of a sensor used in the preferred
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7 shows how the wiring diagram of FIGS. 7A
and 7B fit together;

FIG. 8 is a voltage regulator for the system

FIG. 9 shows how the analog signal processor of
FIGS. 9A and 9B fit together;

FIG. 10 shows how the main processor of FIGS. 10A
and 10B fit together, and

FIG. 11 shows how the digital signal processor of
FIGS. 11A and 11B fit together.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to FIG. 1, a system diagram for the
currency discriminator according to the present inven-
tion is shown. In this diagram, a bank note 10 is shown

. symbolically moving the direction of the arrow 12 past

a bank note sensor 14 by any suitable transport mecha-
nism (not shown). The sensor 14 is arranged so that an
area on the bank note, indicated at 16, is illuminated and
the light reflected therefrom is sensed by the sensor 14.
The sensor 14 is a light intensity sensor which outputs a
digital representation for light which strikes it.

One form of sensor is shown in greater detail in FIG.
12 wherein the bank note 10 travels in the direction of
the arrow 12. A light source 18 illuminates the surface
of the bank note 10 so that light is reflected therefrom
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through a shield assembly 20 to a‘light sensor 22. The
shield assembly 20 is physically arranged with respect
to the light sensor 22, the light source 18 and the bank
note 10 in such a manner that light reflected from a
rectangular area approximately 2 mmX 80 mm on one
side of the bank note 10 is detected by the light sensor
22. The analog output of the light sensor 22 is placed on
the line labeled video which, as is described in greater
detail below, is stored in a storage device 24, as shown
in FIG. 1. :

In addition to providing an analog output correlated
to the reflected light from a rectangular area on the
bank note 10, the sensor 14 includes a bank note distance
traveled sensor which will produce a pulse each time
the bank note 10 travels a known distance such as 1
millimeter in the direction of arrow 12. One possible
means for implementing such a sensor is to provide two
rollers 26 of known dimension which are urged toward
each other to form a nip through which the bank note
10 might pass. One of the rollers 26 is coupled to a
rotation sensor which may include a disc with holes or
slots in it through which light may pass. A photo sensor
cooperates with the disc to produce an electric pulse
each time the roller 26 turns a predetermined distance.
By properly selecting the dimensions of the rollers 26 as
well as the slotted wheel, such an arrangement can
produce a pulse everytime the bank note 10 travels a
distance of one millimeter.

The distance traveled pulses from the circuitry
shown in FIG. 1a are utilized by the control 28 of FIG.
1 to determine when the video should be sampled to
make certain that a different area is sampled than was
previously sampled. For the arrangement where it is
desired to determine the reflectance of light from an
area 2 millimeters by 80 millimeters and the distance
traveled pulses occur once for every 1 millimeter of
note travel, every other pulse from the rotation sensor
of FIG. 1a is utilized to cause the video output to be
stored in the storage 28.

The circuit of FIG. 1 additionally includes a compar-
ator 30 for producing a signal on its output line 32
whenever the input to terminal A is greater than that at
terminal B. Such comparators are well known in the
computer art and need not be described further.

The circuit of FIG. 1 also includes an incrementor 33
whose operation is directed by the control circuit 28 to
increment a number received from the storage 24 and
add one to that number and return it to storage 24. The
system of FIG. 1 further includes a multiplication unit
which is operative to multiply data received from the
storage 24 under the direction of the control circuit 28
to produce a number which is 1.28 times greater than
that input to the multiplier 31. Incrementor and multi-

" plication units are also well known in the digital com-
puter art and, therefore, further description of such
units is not required.

The circuit of FIG. 1 also includes an indicator 34
which is coupled to the control 28 and responds thereto
to indicate the identity of the denomination for the bank
note 10. :

In operation, the circuitry of FIG. 1 is first operative
to store a decimal representation for the output from the
sensor 14 into the storage 24. This is accomplished by
means of the fact that every other pulse received from
the rotation sensor shown in FIG. 1a causes a digital
representation to be stored in the storage 24. For pres-
ent day United States Federal Reserve Notes, once 72
such samples have been taken across the reverese side of
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the bank note 10, sufficient data is available in the stor-
age 24 to determine the denomination of the note itself.
It should be noted that the reverse side of the note, i.e.,
the side of a note not containing a portrait, is utilized for
denomination discrimination because it contains more
information revelant to the denomination of the note
than does the front side.

When at least 9 samples P, (where n is an integer
between 1 and 72) have been stored in the storage unit
24, the control 28 is operative in a manner as shown in
FIG. 2 to operate the systems to generate a plurality of
multi-bit correlation numbers N. As shown in FIG. 2, n
is first set to 8 and then incremented to 9. Then the
digital representation for the sample P9 is compared
with the second previous sample, i.e., sample P7. If Pois
greater than or equal to Py, a 1 is set in the first bit
position for correlation number one. On the other hand,
if Pg is less than Py, a zero is placed into bit position one
of correlation number one. Thereafter, P9 is compared
with the fourth previous sample Psand if the former is
greater than or equal the latter, a one is set into the
second bit position of correlation number one. On the
other hand, should P9 be less than Ps, a zero is placed
into the second bit position of correlation number one.

Next the control 28 determines whether Pg is greater
than or equal to the sixth previous sample P3. If it is, a
one is placed into the third bit position of correlation
number one and if it is not, a zero is placed into the third
bit position of correlation number one. Thereafter, the
control 28 determines whether Pg is greater than or
equal to the eighth previous sample P;. If it is, a one is
set into the fourth bit position of correlation number one
and if it is not, a zero is placed into the fourth bit posi-
tion of correlation number one. ’

Thereafter, the control 28 determines whether n is
equal to 72 which would be the case if all the available
data had been utilized to form correlation numbers. It
will be observed, however, that only 64 such correla-
tion numbers are formed because at the outset of the
sequence shown in FIG. 2, n is set to 8 so that only that
64 such correlation numbers can be generated for each
bank note tested. If it is determined that n is not equal to
72, then n is incremented and a further correlation num-
ber is formed in accordance with the sequence as shown
in FIG. 2. On the other hand, if n is equal to 72, all 64
correlation numbers have been formed and the control
28 can move on to determining whether the correlation
numbers are equal to previously stored correlation
numbers for known denominations. The control se-
quence for determining the equality of correlation num-
bers is shown in FIG. 3.

Referring now to FIG. 3, the control 28 first causes a
number N to be set to zero and subsequently incre-
mented by one. Thereafter, the correlation number N is
fetched from memory. Subsequently, the correlation
numbers N, N5 Njg, Nag, N5g and Nygp, which corre-
spond to the expected correlation number for respec-
tively $1.00, $5.00, $10.00, $20.00, $50.00 and $100
notes, are fetched from memory as well. Then, the
current correlation number N is compared with the
corresponding correlation number N, for a $1.00 bill. If
the two are equal, 2 $1.00 count is incremented. In
either case, however, the control then jumps to a com-
parison of the current correlation number N with the
corresponding number Ns for a $5.00 note. In the event
correlation number N equals correlation number Njs,
the $5.00 count is incremented. If not, the control jumps
to a further comparison of the current correlation num-
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ber N with the correlation number Njo. The process
continues in the manner shown in FIG. 3 whereby the
current correlation number N is compared with a corre-
sponding correlation number for each particular de-
nomination for which the apparatus is capable of identi-
fymg In the event that the current correlation number
N is equal to a corresponding correlation number Ny,
the corresponding determination count is incremented.

Once the current - correlation number N has been
,compared with all corresponding correlation numbers
Ny, the control checks to determine whether N is equal
to 64. If not, the process is repeated for a subsequent
value of N.

On completing the sequence of events shown in the
flow chart of FIG. 3, the system according to FIG. 1
has.a $1.00, $5.00, $10.00, $20.00, $50.00 and $100.00
count. where the count indicates the number of times
that one correlation number N corresponded to a corre-
sponding correlation number N for that particular
denomination of bank note.

It should be noted that the above analysis assumes
each bill is either right side up or up side down as it
passes the sensor. The system can be expanded easily to
check for notes which are not always arranged the same
way, i.e., the notes may be either upside down or right
side up. This added feature is accomplished by compar-
ing the current correlation number N with all corre-
sponding correlation numbers N, for bills right side up
and with a further set of corresponding correlation
numbers Ny for bills up side down. Those of skill in the
art will also recognize that this modification may also be
adapted to permitting the system to identify other de-

- nomination notes such as the $2 note. ,

Statistical analysis has demonstrated that when the
largest count, as determined by the sequence shown in
FIG. 3, is at least 1.28 times larger than the next largest
count and is at least equal to 28, then the bank note
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corresponds to that identified by the particular denomi-

nation count which is largest. For example, if the $5.00
count is at least 28 and at least 1.28 times greater than

40

the $1.00, $10.00, $20.00, $50.00 and $100.00 count, then

the denomination of the note under test is a $5.00 note.

One sequence for determining whether a given count
is at least 28 and at least 1.28 times larger than any other
count for a particular bill is shown in FIGS. 4, 4b and
4c. A sequence like that shown in FIG. 4a, determines
which of the counts is the largest. By tracing through
the decision blocks of FIGS. 44, it will become apparent
that if the control exits at point A, the $1.00 count is the
largest. On the other hand, exiting at points, B, C, D, E,
and F respectively corresponds to the $5.00, $10.00,
$20.00, $50.00 and $100.00 counts being the largest. A
similar decision sequence is required if notes are both
right side up and up side down.

Referring now to FIG. 45, when the control deter-
mines that the $1.00 count is the largest, then a determi-
nation must be made as to whether the $1.00 count is
greater than or equal to 1.28 times the next largest
count. The sequence shown in FIG. 4b checks whether
the $1.00 count is greater than 1.28 times all the other
counts. In this manner, if the answer is yes to each
check and if the count is at least 28, it is certain that the
bill is a $1.00 bill. The indicator is then actuated to
indicate the bill identity as a $1.00 note. In the event that
the $1.00 count is not at least 1.28 times all other counts,
then the bill cannot be identified with sufficient accu-
racy and the indicator 34 is actuated to indicate that the
bill cannot be identified. :
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In a similar manner, the control as depicted in FIG.
4b is operative when the $5.00 denomination count is

"the largest to compare the $5.00 count with the $1.00,

$10.00, $20.00, $50.00 and $100.00 count and is at least
28, then the bill is'a $5.00 bill and the indicator 34 is
actuated to indicate the same.

" The control 28 operates in a manner dipicted in FIG.
4c to produce an indication that the bill is a $10.00,
$20.00, $50.00 or $100.00 bill where the corresponding
count is at least 28 and at least 1.28 times all the other

“denomination counts for the particular note being

tested. In the event that the largest count identified by
the sequence shown in FIG. 4q is not at least 1.28 times
the next largest count, or niot at least 28 the bill cannot
be identified and the mdlcator 34 is actuated to indicate
the same.

" Those of skill in the art will recognize that the se-
quence for the control 28 as shown in FIGS. 2, 3, 44, 4b
and 4¢ can be modified somewhat from that shown to
achieve the same result with the circuitry shown in
FIG. 1. In addition, those of skill in the art will recog-
nize that the denomination discriminator of the present
invention may readily be implemented by a circuit con-
figuration different from that shown in FIG. 1 but will
achieve the same objective. For example, a system as
depicted generally in FIG. 5 will operate in the manner
described above to produce the same tests as that de-
scribed above although the specifics of the circuit oper-
ation are quite different. The circuit according to FIG.
5 includes at least two lamps 50 disposed in a position to
illuminate a note 52 as it moves past the lamps 50 in a
direction indicated by the arrow 54. The light reflected
from the note 52 is sensed by a detector 56 which may
comprise a type 52C solar cell manufactured by Centra-
Lab. Disposed between the lamps 50 and the detector
56 is a shield 58 with a centrally disposed opening 60
through which some'light reflected from the note 52
can pass. By proper placement of the detector 56, the
shield 58, the note 52, and by properly selecting the size
of the opening 60, the detector 56 can be made to re-
spond only to light reflected from a given area on the
note 52. As indicated earlier, the preferred embodiment
of the present invention is properly dimensioned so that
an area 2 millimeters wide and 80 millimeters high is

“seen” by the detector 56.

A signal condltlomng circuit 62 is coupled to the
detector 56 and is for amplifying the analog signal re-
ceived therefrom. After amplification, the video re-
ceived from the detector 56 is transmitted by the signal
conditioning circuit 62 to the edge of an engraving
detector circuit 64 and to a sample and hold circuit 66.
The edge of engraving detector circuit 64 produces a
signal at its output 68 once it has determined that en-
graving on the bank note is in view of the detector 56.

The sample and hold circuit 66 is conditioned by a
timing and control logic circuit 70 by way of a control

_signal which is transmitted to the sample and hold cir-

cuit 66 on line 72. When the signal appears at the sample
and hold circuit 66 on line 72, the analog input to the
sample and hold circuit 66 becomes stored therein. The
analog signal stored in the sample and hold circuit 66 is
converted by an. A/D converter 76, which is coupled
thereto, into digitized video data which is transmitted
by way of line 78 to a peripheral interface circuit 80.
When the microprocessor 82 is interrupted by the tim-
ing and control logic circuit 70 by an interrupt signal,
the digital data in the peripheral interface circuit is
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transmitted to the microprocessor 82 which stores it in
the random access memory (RAM) 84.

The microprocessor 82 is controlled by the control
information found within the read only memory (ROM)
86. The sequence of events performed by the micro-
processor 82 is generally the same as described above.
On completing the scan of the note, the microprocessor
82 indicates to the peripheral interface circuit 80 the
identity of the bank note in the form of a denomination
indication code.

The details of the content of the read only memory 86
is shown below in Table 1 which operates in connection
with the detailed circuit diagram shown in FIGS. 7-11.

Referring briefly to FIGS. 6a and 6b, a more detailed
description of the detector arrangement is shown. The
detector includes a pair of parallel spaced bracket mem-
bers 100 which are joined by a substantially planar
member 102. Centrally located on the member 102 is a
slot 104 which, is viewed in FIG. 64, is a narrow rectan-

15

gular area disposed between the plurality of lamps 106 20

which, in operation, are turned on in order to illuminate
the bill 108 as it moves by the detector.

8

detector 110 but light cannot hit the detector directly
from the lamps 106.

According to the operation of the present invention
as described above, the microprocessor 82 of FIG. 5
inputs 72 samples of digitized video data for each bank
note that is scanned. Once this data is in the random
access memory 84, the microprocessor 102 generates
sixty-four 4-bit correlation numbers. The 4-bit correla-
tion number is created by taking 4 one-bit differences of
the present sample P, as compared with the second
previous, the fourth previous, the sixth previous, and
the eighth previous sample. In other words, the sample
P, is compared with the second previous sample P, 2,
the fourth previous sample P,_4, the sixth previous
sample P,_g, and the eighth previous sample P, _s. If
the. sample P, is greater or equal to than the sample
P2, a binary one is placed into the first bit of the four
bit correlation number. If P, is greater than or equal to
P, 4, then a one is placed in a second bit of the correla-
tion number. Where P, is greater than or equal to P, ¢,
a one is placed in the third bit position of the correlation
number. Further, if P, is greater than or equal to P,_s,

TABLE 1
STMT ADDR CONTENT STMT ADDR CONTENT STMT ADDR CONTENT STMT ADDR CONTENT
1 0000 OF 46 005D 59 91 00B3 27 06 136 00FF 97 1D
2 0001 86 07 47 00SE A6 08 92 00B5 A1 00 137 - 0101 D7 1E
3 0003 B7 4001 48 0060 A0 04 .93 00B7 2E F6 138 0103 DB IC
4 0006 86 OF 49 0062 26 01 94 00B9 20 FO 139 0105 99 1B
5 0008 B7 4002 50 0064 0D 95 00BB CE 0001 140 0107 97 IB
6 000B 86 04 51 0065 59 96 00BE 96 18 141 0109 D7 1C
7 000D B7 4003~ 52 0066 A6 08 97 00C0 44 142 010B 96 1D
g 0010 8E 007F 53 0068 A0 02 98 00C1 25 01 143 010D D6 1E
9 0013 4F 54 006A 2601 99 00C3 08 144 010F 0C
10 0014 CE 0001 55 006C 0D 100 00C4 9C 17 145 0110 59
11 0017 A700 . 56 006D 59 101 00C6 26 02 146 0111 49
12 0019 08 57 006E A6 08 102 00C8 08 147 0112 0C
13 001A 8C O00F 58 0070 AO 00 103 00C9 08 148 0113 59
14 001D 26 F8 59 0072 2601 104 00CA DF 19 149 0114 49
15 00IF CE 83FF 60 0074 0D 105 00CC A6 00 150 011597 1D
16 0022 DF 13 61 0075 59 106 00CE 08 151 0117 D7 IE
17 0024 00 1E 62 0076 53 107 00CF 08 152 0119 DB 1C
18 0027 DF 15 63 0077 DE 13 108 00D0 8C 000F 153 011B 99 1B
19 0029 DF OF 64 0079 7F 001A 109 00D3 27 OF 154 011D 97 1B
20 002B CE 0026 65 007C 7F 0019 110 00DS5 8C 0010 155 011F D7 I1C
21 002E DF 11 66 007F 7C 001A 111 00D§ 27 0A 156 0121 96 1D
22 0030 CE 67 0082 96 1A 112 00DA 9C 17 157 0123 D6 1E
23 0031 96 16 68 0084 81 OF 113 00DC 27 FO 158 0125 0C
24 0033 2B 04 69 0086 27 OF 114 00DE A1 00 159 0126 59
25 0035 81 IF 70 0088 08 115 00EO 2E EC 160 0127 49
26 0037 2D F8 71 0089 E1 00 116 00E2 20 E6 161 0128 DB 1C
27 0039 86 08 72 008B 26 0A 117 00E4 DE 17 162 012A 99 1B
28 (03B B7 4002 73 008D DF 17 118 00E6 A6 00 163 012C 97 1B
29 003E 96 16 74 008F DE 19 119 00ES 81 14 164 012E D7 IC
30 0040 2B 04 75 0091 6C 00 120 00EA 2D 52 165 0130 DE 17
31 0042 81 27 76 0093 DE 17 121 00EC DE 19 166 0132 A6 00
32 0044 2D F8 77 0095 20 E8 122 00EE A6 00 167 013491 1B
33 0046 DE 11 78 0097 DF 13 123 00F0 SF 168 0136 2E 09
34 0048 9C 15 79 0099 DE 11 124 00F1 97 1B 169 0138 26 04
35 004A 27 FC 80 009B 8C 0066 125 00F3 D7 1C 170 013A D6 1C
36 004C 08 81 009E 27 03 126 O0F5 44 171 013C 27 03
37 004D DF 1! 82 00AO 7E 0048 127 00F6 56 172 013E 4F
38 004F DE OF 83 00A3 OF 128 O00F7 44 173 O13F 20 02
39 0051 08 84 00A4 4F 129 00F8 56 174 0141 96 18
40 0052 DF OF 85 00A5 B7 4002 130 00F9 44 175 0143 4C
41 0054 C6 OF 86 00A8 CE 0001 131 O0FA 56 176 0144 44
42 0056 A6 08 87 00AB DF 17 132 00FB 44 177 0145 B7 4002
43 0058 A0 06 88 00AD A6 00 133 00FC 56 178 0148 20 FE
44 005A 26 01 89 00AF 08 134 00FD 44
45 005C 0D 90 00BO 8C 000F 135 00FE 56

As seen in FIG. 64, the detector 110 is disposed on a

a binary one is placed into the fourth bit position of the

bracket 112 which is fixed to the rear surface of the 65 correlation number.

member 102. The detector 110 is positioned as viewed
in FIG. 6a so as to permit light reflected from a bank
note 108 to pass through the slot 104 and strike the

Once all the four bit correlation numbers have been
generated, they are then compared with permanently
stored 4-bit reference correlation numbers representing
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the corresponding element of each denomination. If a

match exists between the test correlation number and .

the reference correlation number, a correlation of that
. sample with the reference is said to exist and a correla-
tion count for that denomination of bank note is incre-
mented. There are a plurality of such tests performed
for each sample and they correspond to one test for
each donomination which can be discriminated by the
apparatus when the ‘bill is right side up and a corre-
sponding number for when the bill is upside down.

Once the last sample correlation number has been
generated and compared with the corresponding refer-
ence correlation numbers, the microprocessor deter-
mines the denomination based on the following two
criteria. If the ratio of the highest denomination count
to the next highest denomination count equals or ex-
ceeds 1.28; then the denomination can only be that
corresponding to the highest count. If this ratio is less
than 1.28, the bill is classified as being unknown. The
second acceptance cirteria is that the largest denomina-
tion count for the test bill must equal or exceed 28. If
both criteria are met, the microprocessor 82 actuates the
pheripheral interface 80 to produce a denomination
identification code on the line so indicated.

FIGS. 7-11 show in complete detail an implementa-
tion of the present invention wherein all circuit types
are given their parameter value or commercial designa-
tion for reader convenience and is not intended as a
limitation on component value or type nor as a restricu-
tion on the scope of the invention.

Those of skill in the art will readily recognize that the
foregoing description of preferred embodiments of the
present invention is merely exemplary of the invention
and that other configurations can readily be conceived
without departing from the spirit and the scope of the
invention as defined in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. Apparatus for identifying the denomination of a
bank note or the like comprising, in combination:

means for directing a source of light onto one surface

of the bank note whose denomination is to be deter-
mined;
means for measuring the reflectance of light from a
plurality of incremental areas disposed across the
length of the bank note whose denomination is to
be determined; . .

means for comparing the reflectance of light from
each incrémental area with the reflectance of light
from each of a preselected plurality of other incre-
mental areas of said bank note taken in a prese-
lected sequence and producing a first correlation
signal responsive to said comparisons for each in-
cremental area; and .

means for comparing said first correlation signals to
second reference correlation signals corresponding
to each denomination identifiable by the apparatus
to determine the denomination of the bank note to
be identified.

2. Apparatus for identifying the denomination of a
bank note or the like according to claim 1, further com-
prising means for generating a third signal responsive to
the degree of correlation between said first correlation
signals and said second reference correlation signals;
and

means for comparing said third signal to a preselected

standard to determine the reliability of the denomi-
nation determination of the bank note.
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3. Apparatus for identifying the denomination of a
bank note or the like according to claim 2, wherein said
means for generating a third signal responsive to the
degree of correlation comprises means for incrementing
a denomination count when the first correlation signals
correspond to the second reference correlation signals;
and :

means for determining and outputting, after all de-

nomination counts have been incremented to their
highest possible value for the bank note to be iden-
tified, the denomination count which is at least 28
and at least 1.28 times larger than the next largest
denomination count.

4. Apparatus for identifying the denomination of a
bank note or the like according to claim 1 or claim 2 or
claim 3, wherein said means for comparing the reflec-
tance of light from each incremental area with the re-
flectance of light from each of a preselected plurality of
other incremental areas taken in a preselected sequence
and producing a first correlation signal responsive to
said comparisons for each incremental area comprises
means for producing a binary first correlation signal
with binary 1 for each comparison where the light re-
flected from the incremental area is larger than or equal
that reflected from a previous incremental area and
with a binary 0 for each comparison where the light
reflected from the incremental area is less than the light
reflected from a previous incremental area.

8. Apparatus for identifying the denomination of a
bank note or the like according to claim 4, wherein said
previous incremental areas are the second, fourth, sixth
and eight previous incremental areas.

6. An apparatus for identifying the denomination of a
bank note comprising, in combination:

means to produce a signal P, whose magnitude is

proportioried to the reflectance of light from an
area of a bank note;

means to store a representation for the reflectance of

light from each of a plurality of different areas on
the bank note;

means to form a plurality of multi-bit correlation

numbers N, where the first bit of each number is a
one if P,>P,_; otherwise it is a zero, the second
bit of each number is a one if P,>P,_4 otherwise
said second bit is zero, the third bit of each number
is a one if P,>P,_¢otherwise said third bit is zero
and the fourth bit of each number is a one of
P,,>P,_3g otherwise said fourth bit is zero where
P, is the stored representation for the reflectance of
light from a given area, P,_is the stored represen-
tation for the reflectance of light from the the sec-
ond previous given area, P,_4 is the stored repre-
sentation for the reflectance from the fourth previ-
ous given area and P,_g is the stored representa-
tion for the reflectance from the sixth previous
given area and P, _gis the stored representation for
the reflectance from the eighth previous given
area;

means to compare each said multi-bit correlation

number N with a multi-bit number which corre-
sponds to the same four bit number derived from a
sample note of each denomination of bank note
detected by the apparatus and on a favorable com-
parison, a denomination count is incremented for
the corresponding denomination; and

means to produce an identity signal correlated to the

identified denomination if the denomination count
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for such denomination is at least equal to 28 and at
least 1.28 times any other denomination count.
7. An apparatus for identifying the denomination of a
bank note or the like comprising, in combination:
means to direct light onto one side of the bank note to
be identified;
means to measure in sequence the reflected light from
a plurality of incremental areas disposed across said
one side of the bank note to be identified;

5

means for comparing the light reflected from each of 10

said incremental areas with the second, fourth,
sixth and eighth previous incremental areas and
producing a correlation number with a binary 1 for
each comparison where the light reflected from the
incremental area is larger than or equal that re-
flected from a previous incremental area and with
a binary 0 for each comparison where the light
reflected from the incremental area is less than the
light reflected from a previous incremental area;

means for comparing each correlation number with a
corresponding correlation number for each denom-
ination identifiable by the apparatus;

means for incrementing a denomination count when
the produced correlation number corresponds to a
corresponding correlation number; and

means for determining, after all denomination counts
have been incremented to their highest possible
value for the bank note to be identified, the denom-
ination count which is at least 28 and at least 1.28
times larger than the next largest denomination
count. )

8. The apparatus of claim 7 additionally including

.1means to output an indication of the denomination cor-
related to the denomination count that is at least 28 and
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at least 1.28 times larger than the next smallest denomi-
nation count.
9. A method for determining the denomination of a
bank note comprising the steps of:
directing a source of light onto one surface of the
bank note whose denomination is to be determined,;
measuring the light reflected from a plurality of in-
cremental areas disposed across the length of the
bank note whose denomination is to be determined;
comparing the reflectance of light from each incre-
mental are with the reflectance of light from the
second, fourth, sixth, and eighth previous incre-
mental areas and producing a word with a binary 1
for each comparison where the reflectance for the
incremental area is a larger than or equal to the
reflectance from a previous incremental area and a
binary 0 for each comparison when the reflectance
is less than the reflectance for a previous incremen-
tal area;
comparing the produced word with the correspond-
ing word for each denomination bank note that can
be discriminated;
counting the number of times the produced word
compares identically with a corresponding word
for each denomination note that can be discrimi-
nated;
determining if the largest count is at least 28 and at
least 1.28 times larger than any other count; and
indicating, if the largest count is at least 28 and at least
1.28 times larger than any other count, the denomi-
nation corresponding to that for which the count is

largest.
* * ok % *
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