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[57] ABSTRACT

An apparatus and method for detecting magnetic data
on media is disclosed which utilizes an array or arrays
of horizontal magnetoresistive sensors. The present
invention detects the pitch or separation of magnetic
transition data on the magnetic medium under test, and
generates a signal that is independent of the velocity of
the medium. In one embodiment, the magnetoresistive
sensors employed in an array are spaced apart a distance
which corresponds to the separation of magnetic transi-
tion data of interest, and the output of each sensor is
connected to a voltage adder. The signal from the volt-
age adder is at a maximum when the separation of the
magnetic transition data corresponds to the sensor sepa-
ration. A comparator is connected to the output of the
voltage adder, and compares the voltage adder output
to a predetermined threshold voltage before indicating
that a medium having a particular magnetic transition
data pattern is detected. Alternate embodiments con-
template connecting linear circuitry, digital circuitry,
fuzzy logic or other electronic circuitry to the array of
magnetoresistive sensors. An apparatus according to
the present invention is accurate, requires a minimum of
parts, is simple and inexpensive to manufacture, and
may be employed in a currency validator, magnetic
card reader or the like.

41 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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HORIZONTAL MAGNETORESISTIVE HEAD
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR DETECTING
MAGNETIC DATA

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an apparatus having
an array of horizontal magnetoresistive heads which
may be utilized for magnetic pattern sensing and read-
ing. Such an array of sensors detects the pitch or separa-
tion of a series of spaced magnetic lines on a medium.
An array could also be arranged to detect a magnetic
pattern consisting of non-periodic spacing. More partic-
ularly, the array of the present invention may be utilized
in a currency validator to sense magnetic data from U.S.
banknotes to determine their denomination. In addition,
the present invention may be employed in many other
applications involving magnetic sensing or reading,
such as credit card magnetic strip reading or the like.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A magnetoresistive head is a sensing or reading head
which utilizes magnetoresistive elements to sense or
read magnetic information inherent in a2 magnetic me-
dium. A magnetoresistive element is one whose electri-
cal resistance varies with varying incident magnetic
fields.

Prior art magnetic heads have been used for a great
many applications including coin sensing, currency and
bill validation, and sensing other forms of scrip. Typi-
cally, inductive type magnetic heads have been used,
which require a rapidly changing magnetic field in
order for magnetic information to be detected. Con-
versely, magnetoresistive heads are capable of detecting
and reading information inherent in a slowly moving or
stationary magnetic field.

A standard technique for determining the spatial
relationship of signals from a magnetic medium in-
volves using a single magnetic sensor to sense the sig-
nals while recording the time between each magnetic
event as the medium moves at some velocity in relation
to the sensor. In such a single magnetic sensor system,
sometimes noise events cause data reduction problems.
In addition, difficulties arise regarding determining the
time between each magnetic event because the separa-
tion between the magnetic events on the medinm is
calculated by multiplying the recorded times by the
detected velocity. A problem in implementing this tech-
nique is finding an accurate and inexpensive means to
determine the velocity of the medium with respect to
the sensor. One option is to control the speed of move-
ment of the medium to ensure consistent and even
movement of the medium under the sensor. Although
speed control does ameliorate some of the problems
associated with velocity changes, it adds cost, size and
complexity to the system. Further, speed control is not
sufficient under certain conditions, for example, when
the medium is controlled by a human such as when a bill
is inserted into a validator or a credit card is swiped
through a reader.

The velocity measurement typically consisted of ei-
ther measuring the amount of time it took the medium
to move over a fixed distance, or measuring the distance
the medium traveled in a fixed period of time. Often the
velocity measurement became available only after a
region of interest passed under the sensor, and typically
reflected a mere average of the velocities attained over
the entire distance traveled. Alternatively, the velocity
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determination was made by sampling the movement of
the medium at frequent intervals, utilizing a costly en-
coder apparatus or other means.

Another prior art technique for reading magnetic
information required two tracks on the medium. The
first track contained the magnetic information to be
read, and the second track contained regularly occur-
ring clocking data. This technique exhibited poor flexi-
bility in accommodating variations in the spacing of the
magnetic information on the medium. Poor resolution
resulted when large step increments were chosen for a
desired spatial measurement. Further, when small step
increments were used, costly and complex means were
employed to accommodate the resulting delicate nature
of the reading apparatus. Yet further, this technique
cannot be used in some applications such as currency
validation because the structure of the test medium is
fixed without a clocking track.

Applications where the accurate determination of
magnetic spatial separation is important include bank-
note denomination and credit card magnetic strip read-
ing. For example, the separation of the grid lines of
magnetic ink on the portrait-side of a U.S. banknote
varies slightly depending on denomination. The one-
dollar, two-dollar and five-dollar banknotes have grid
line separations of 200, 250 and 275 microns, respec-
tively. In addition, other denomination banknotes con-
tain these grid line separations alone and in combina-
tion, and contain other spacings. Prior art systems that
detected the magnetic grid line separation of U.S. bank-
notes required costly apparatus of significant complex-
ity. Furthermore, the prior art utilized complex tech-
niques to extract magnetic data from credit card mag-
netic strips, because the velocity of a credit card can
vary significantly over the length of the card when
moved through a reader, especially if moved by hand.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to accurately
determine the spatial separation and relationships of
magnetic events on media without having to determine
the velocity of the media, and without having to deter-
mine velocity correction factors.

Another object of the present invention is to make
information regarding the spatial separation and rela-
tionships of magnetic events available at the occurrence
of the trailing member of the magnetic events.

Yet another object of the present invention is to use
hardware to detect a particular magnetic pattern with-
out the need for costly software corrections.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a means to detect magnetic patterns which results in a
signal having an improved signal to noise ratio, and that
permits the use of signal multiplication factors two or
more times the size of each individual signal.

The present invention comprises an array of horizon-
tal magnetoresistive heads or sensors which are spaced
apart at predetermined distances so that two or more
sensors can detect a particular spacing of lines of mag-
netic data on a medium. Several arrays of sensors could
be used in the same detection apparatus to recognize
and distinguish between media having different mag-
netic line spacings. A large sensor output signal is gen-
erated from a particular pair of sensors having a spacing
that substantially matches the magnetic line separation
of magnetic data on the medium being tested.
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In a preferred embodiment of the present invention,
the number of sensors required to accurately sense mag-
netic data is minimized by using a common reference
sensor, and aligning the other sensors to be separated by
specific distances from the reference sensor.

A signal generated by an array according to the pres-
ent invention is independent of the velocity of the me-
dium being tested. Further, information concerning line
spacing is determined at the time the medium passes
under the sensing array. Thus, the present invention
dispenses with the troublesome means for measuring
velocity required by some prior art techniques.

According to the present invention, each sensor of an
array consists of two precisely spaced horizontal mag-
netoresistive elements, placed horizontally with respect
to the plane of the medium being tested, and associated
circuitry. The output signal of each magnetoresistive
sensor is the difference between the signals from the
two elements.

The present invention may find applications in bank-
note validators, credit card magnetic strip readers, or in
other apparatus used to read magnetic data. In addition,
the present invention requires a minimum of parts, and
is simple and inexpensive to manufacture.

More objects and advantages of the present invention
will become apparent to those skilled in the pertinent art
upon reading the detailed description which follows
below.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a prior art un-
shielded horizontal magnetoresistive head or sensor;

FIG. 2A is a simplified diagram of the connection of
two horizontal magnetoresistive sensors in an array
configuration;

FIG. 2B is a simplified diagram of a three sensor
array;

FIG. 3A is a simplified illustration of the array of
FIG. 2 aligned with the magnetic ink stripes of a me-
dium;

FIG. 3B is a simplified illustration of the array of
FIG. 2 misaligned with the magnetic ink stripes of a
medium;

FIG. 4A depicts three horizontal magnetoresistive
sensors arranged in another array configuration;

FIG. 4B depicts the array configuration of FIG. 4A
connected to digital circuitry;

FIG. § is a graphical representation of the output
signal of a single unshielded horizontal magnetoresis-
tive sensor as a single magnetic transition moves past
the sensor;

FIG. 6(a) graphically represents the output signal
from a three magnetoresistive sensor array configura-
tion where the sensors are equally spaced from one
another, and where the magnetic data on a medium
aligns with the sensors;

FIG. 6(b) is the same graphical representation as in
FIG. 6(a) except that the magnetic data on the medium
is misaligned by 40 microns;

FIG. 6(c) is the same graphical representation as in
FIG. 6(a) except that the magnetic data on the medium
is misaligned by 60 microns; and

FIG. 7 graphically represents the improvement in
spatial resolution that occurs as the number of equally
spaced magnetoresistive sensors of an array is increased.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a simplified schematic diagram of the struc-
ture of a prior art unshielded horizontal magnetoresis-
tive head, or sensor 1 which may be used in the present
invention. (The figures are intended to be representa-
tional and are not necessarily drawn to scale.) Other
prior art heads may be used, such as the shielded mag-
netoresistive head disclosed in D. W. Chapman, D. E.
Heim and M. L. Williams, “A New Horizontal MR
Head Structure” IEEE Trans Magn , 25, 3689 (1989).
Although a brief description of the unshielded horizon-
tal magnetoresistive head is provided below, a more
detailed description can be found in U.S. Pat. No.
5,155,643 which is assigned to the assignee of the pres-
ent application and which is incorporated by reference
in its entirety herein.

The unshielded horizontal magnetoresistive head 1 of
FIG. 1 contains two magnetoresistive strips 2 which lie
parallel to one another in the same horizontal plane,
separated by a gap 6. The gap 6 may be filled with air or
any other type of dielectric material, which is defined as
an electrical insulator capable of sustaining an electrical
or magnetic field with a minimum dissipation in power.
The magnetoresistive strips 2 are connected at one end
by a cross member element 3. Cross member element 3
is an electrical conductor which structurally connects
the magnetoresistive strips 2 together, and which elec-
trically connects them to a common electrical point 4,
which typically is system ground. The ungrounded ends
of each of the magnetoresistive strips 2 are connected
through equal valued resistors 26 to a pair of constant
current supplies 7, and are also connected to the inputs
of a differential voltage sensing device 8. Identical cur-
rents (I) flow from the constant current supplies 7
through the resistors 26, and then through each of the
magnetoresistive strips 2 to system ground 4.

Magnetoresistive elements, by their nature, experi-
ence a change in electrical resistivity or resistance as a
function of the orientation of the magnetic dipole mo-
ments M that occur in the material when a magnetic
field is applied. As a result, in the absence of a magnetic
field, the voltage drop across each of the magnetoresis-
tive strips is substantially the same, and thus the output
of the differential voltage amplifier 8 is essentially O
volts. When a magnetic field is applied proximate to the
strips so that they are not affected equally, the resis-
tance of the two strips will vary, and since the currents
passing through the strips 2 are held constant by the
constant current supplies 7, the voltage drops across the
strips will vary.

The unshielded horizontal magnetoresistive head 1 is
most responsive to magnetic transitions, like those in-
herent on moving U.S. banknotes, not constant mag-
netic levels. The transitions for the magnetic ink pat-
terns on U.S. banknotes occur at the edges of the ink
lines. The unshielded horizontal magnetoresistive head
1 produces a maximum voltage signal at the output of
the differential voltage amplifier 8 when the magnetic
transition, or the edge of a magnetic ink line on the U.S.
banknote, is in the center of the gap 6 between the
magnetoresistive elements 2. The signal output of the
differential voltage amplifier 8 will significantly decline
as the transition is moved away from the gap center.
The output signal approaches zero when the magnetic
transition of the medium under test is located slightly
beyond the middle of either of the magnetoresistive
elements 2.
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FIG. 2A is a simplified diagram of two magnetoresis-
tive sensors 1, like that of FIG. 1 although other types
of magnetoresistive sensors could be used, separated by
a distance “d” and connected to common circuitry in a
two-sensor array configuration. Although the differen-
tial voltage amplifiers 8 are depicted, the resistors and
constant current supplies necessary for operation of
each of the sensors are not shown. The outputs of the
differential voltage amplifiers 8 of each sensor are con-
nected to a voltage summer or adder 9. During opera-
tion, a magnetic media 5 having magnetic ink lines 12 is
transported past the sensors 1 in the direction of arrow
X. At some point during the passage of the article be-
neath the sensor array, magnetic transitions of the arti-
cle will be located in the center of at least one of the
magnetoresistive head gaps 6 (shown in FIG. 1) be-
tween the magnetoresistive elements 2 of a sensor 1, and
thereby produce a signal at the voltage adder 9 output.
The output voltage signal of the voltage adder 9 will be
equal to the magnitude of the sum of the input voltages
generated by each semsor in the array. The voltage
adder 9 will produce a maximum signal if magnetic ink
lines 12 occur in the centers of each magnetoresistive
sensor 1 simultaneously. This signal would then be used
by a microprocessor (not shown) or other control cir-
cuitry to determine whether or not the media 5 was of
a particular type.

FIG. 3A is a simplified illustration of the array of
FIG. 2A wherein the distance “d” between the gaps 6
of each sensor matches the separation of the magnetic
ink lines 12 of a test article 5. When this occurs, the
output of the voltage adder 9 (shown in FIG. 2A) will
be at a2 maximum, and will be compared to a predeter-
mined threshold voltage 14 by comparator 10. The
predetermined threshold voltage 14 should be set at a
level that can only be exceeded by the maximum volt-
age output of the voltage adder 9. If the output voltage
of the voltage adder 9 is greater than the threshold
voltage 14, then the comparator 10 generates an output
signal which identifies the medium 5 as having magnetic
transition spacings of a particular type.

Conversely, FIG. 3B depicts the situation where the
separation “w” of the array heads 1 does not equal the
separation “S” between the magnetic ink lines 12 on the
medium 5. Thus, these magnetic transitions will never
be simultaneously positioned beneath the center of each
sensor 1. In the spacing mismatch situation depicted in
FIG. 3B, the output of the voltage adder 9 will always
be substantially diminished in comparison to the maxi-
mum signal generated for the arrangement depicted in
FIG. 3(a). Thus, the output of the voltage adder 9 will
be less than the threshold voltage 14 so that the compar-
ator 10 will not generate an output signal, and thus the
medium § will not be identified as being of that particu-
lar type.

Referring to FIG. 2A, the differential voltage ampli-
fiers 8 connected to each of the sensors 1 are operated
with respective gains so that the maximum signal gener-
ated by each sensor is normalized to unity. Thus, each
sensor in an array has a substantially equal maximum
output signal. This insures the accuracy of the array,
and facilitates setting a threshold voltage 14 for a peak
detector or comparator 10 which is also connected to
the output of voltage adder 9. The threshoid input of
the comparator 10 should be set to a sufficiently high
magnitude or level to indicate a peak condition only
when magnetic transitions are located in the gap centers
of each of the associated sensor heads. The threshold
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voltage may be fixed, set or adjusted at the time of
manufacture or some later time. In general, adequate
performance can be achieved by setting the threshold
voltage to (S-K) times the normalized maximum volt-
age of the differential amplifiers, where S equals the
number of sensors used to detect a particular spacing
and K is a constant which is dependant upon S. K
should be equal to 0.5 for S=2 and will increase as S
increases. For example, a threshold voltage of 1.5 V is
sufficient for the array depicted in FIG. 2, where the
maximum output of each of the amplifiers 8 is set to 1.0
V to cause a2 maximum adder 9 output of 2.0 V. Other
values for the threshold voltage could readily be used to
either restrict or broaden the tolerance of the sensing
apparatus. For example, the threshold voltage may be
derived from one or more signals in the apparatus.

In an alternative arrangement, the outputs of the
differential voltage amplifier 8 of FIG. 2 are connected
to a logical AND gate instead of to the adder 9. Thus,
when both voltage amplifiers 8 produce input signals
for the AND gate simultaneously, the AND gate would
generate an output signal to identify the medium 5 as
being of a particular type. In such a circuit arrangement
the adder 9, comparator 10 and threshold voltage 14
need not be utilized. Thus, linear circuitry, digital cir-
cuitry, fuzzy logic circuitry or other electronic means,
both with and without a comparator means, are contem-
plated for connection to a magnetoresistive array ac-
cording to the present invention.

FIG. 2B depicts a three sensor array which can be
used to detect a repetitive line separation or magnetic
event, such as those events which occur on the portrait
of a U.S. banknote. To detect one specific repetitive
event having a separation “d”, an array of three or more
sensors can be used where each is separated from the
other by a distance “d”. Thus, FIG. 2B depicts three
sensors, equally spaced apart from each other at the
same distance “d”, and each having their output con-
nected to the adder 9. The threshold voltage 14 at the
input of the comparator 10 must be increased to reflect
the larger signal output from the adder 9 that will occur
when all three sensors simultaneously detect the mag-
netic ink lines 12. Of course, other circuitry could be
used with the sensors, as explained above, which would
obviate the need for a threshold voltage.

An arrangement of three or more sensors in an array,
such as the array of FIG. 2B, is advantageous because
the adder output is higher by n, the number of elements
in the array, when the desired separation between tran-
sitions is detected. Thus, resolution is improved in the
face of random events or other magnetic events occur-
ring repetitively at other separations. For example,
assuming an output of unity from each sensors’voltage
amplifier, for a two sensor array n is only 2 and the
threshold level has to be greater than any single output,
but yet less than the peak value of 2. However, an array
of three or more sensors having the same separation has
the advantage that amplifier gain errors can be larger
and still permit detection of the desired signal. Addi-
tionally, the signal to noise performance is improved by
increasing the number of sensors. Further, the resolu-
tion of the array, the ability to determine differences
between two transition patterns, xI and x2, improves as
the number of array elements n increases since the adder
output changes more rapidly with an increment move-
ment of the medium (See FIG. 7 where this improve-
ment is evident for an array where the number of sen-
sors is shown for n=2, 3 and 4).
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It is envisaged that more than two sensors may be
used in an array configuration to detect a particular
magnetic pattern. According to the embodiment of the
invention depicted in FIG. 2A, if three differently
spaced magnetic line patterns were to be identified, a
total of six sensors would be required. However, if the
reference sensor concept is used, which is discussed
below with respect to FIGS. 4A and 4B, the total num-
ber of sensors required would be reduced to four.

5

FIG. 4A is a simplified diagram of an embodiment of 10

the present invention wherein a common reference
sensor is used to minimize the number of magnetoresis-
tive sensors needed to detect magnetic events of differ-
ent separations. Although the differential voltage ampli-
fiers 31, 32, 33 are depicted, the resistors and constant
current supplies necessary for operation of each of the
sensors are not shown. The array configuration of FIG.
4A has three sensors 21, 22 and 23 arranged in a single
line, which are capable of identifying two different
magnetic line patterns. Sensors 21 and 22 are electri-
cally connected together via adder 35, and are spaced
apart to identify a magnetic line separation of distance
“a” on a media 5, such as a banknote, as the banknote 5
moves beneath the sensors in the direction of arrow X.
Similarly, sensors 21 and 23 are electrically connected
together via adder 36, and spaced apart to identify a
magnetic line separation of distance “b”. Thus, sensor
21 is used as a reference sensor, and in conjunction with
sensor 22 may operate to identify one denomination
banknote, and in conjunction with sensor 23 may oper-
ate to identify another denomination banknote. Alter-
nately, a pattern that occurs at distances “a” and “b”
simultaneously may be detected.

The gains of the differential voltage amplifiers 31, 32
and 33 are all normalized with respect to one another
and set to a specific voltage. Assuming that the maxi-
mum output of each of the amplifiers 31, 32 and 33 is 1.0
V, magnetic line separations of distance “a” will cause
the outputs of amplifiers 31 and 32 to simultaneously be
1.0 V each as the lines move beneath sensors 21 and 22.
The outputs of amplifiers 31 and 32 are connected to the
input of a voltage adder 35. Thus, the output of voltage
adder 35 will be 2.0 Volts. As described above, a mini-
mum threshold voltage 40 is predetermined for compar-
ison to the outputs of the voltage adders. Assuming that
the threshold voltage had been set at 1.5 V, then since
the output of voltage adder 35 is 2.0 V, the banknote
would be identified as a type having magnetic ink lines
of spacing “a” by comparator 42. Similarly, banknotes
having ink lines of a spacing “b” would cause the out-
puts of amplifiers 31 and 33 to simultareously go to 1.0
V, and thus cause the output of voltage adder 36 to be
2.0 Volts. Thus, the banknote would be identified as a
type having magnetic ink lines of spacing “b” by com-
parator 44. Of course, as a banknote moves beneath the
sensors 21, 22 and 23, at various times a magnetic ink
line may be sensed by only one of the sensors. When this
occurs, there is no effect since only 1.0 V will appear at
the output of either adder 35 or 36 which will be ig-
nored since it is less than the predetermined minimum
threshold of 1.5 V.

Where the magnetic transitions are separated by a
distance not equal to “2” or “b”, these magnetic transi-
tions will cause the output of sensors 21, 22 and 23 to go
on in sequence one after another as the banknote is
moved beneath the sensors. However, since the refer-
ence sensor 21 output and another sensor output will
not be on simultaneously absent a spacing equal to “a”
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8
or “b”, the output of the adder 35 or 36 will not exceed
1.0 V at any time. Thus, the banknote will not be identi-
fied as being of one type or another since the threshold
voltage of 1.5 V was not exceeded.

FIG. 4B is a simplified diagram of the array embodi-
ment of FIG. 4A connected to digital circuitry. The
three magnetoresistive sensors 21, 22 and 23 are ar-
ranged in a single line and the array can identify two
different magnetic line patterns. Sensors 21 and 22 are
connected together via AND gate 37, and are spaced
apart to identify a magnetic line separation “a” as a
banknote § moves beneath the sensors in the direction of
the arrow X. Similarly, sensors 21 and 23 are connected
together via AND gate 38, and are spaced apart to
identify a magnetic line separation of distance “b”.
Thus, as in FIG. 4A, sensor 21 is used as a reference
sensor. In order for a banknote to be identified as being
of a type having magnetic transitions at distance “a”,
the outputs of the differential voltage amplifiers 31 and
32 must be high simultaneously for the AND gate 37 to
generate an output. Similarly, for a banknote to be iden-
tified as being of a type having magnetic transitions at a
distance “b”, the outputs of voltage amplifiers 31 and 33
must be high simultaneously for the AND gate 38 to
generate an output. Thus, the adder, comparator and
threshold voltage components used in the circuit ar-
rangement described in FIG. 4A are not required. The
outputs of the AND gates 37,38 could be connected to
a microprocessor or other control circuitry. One skilled
in the art will understand that other circuitry could be
connected to an array according to the present inven-
tion, to determine the time coincidence of magnetic
transitions, such as linear, digital, or fuzzy logic cir-
cuitry or other electronic means.

If the apparatus of FIGS. 4A and 4B were configured
to identify one-dollar and five-dollar U.S. banknotes,
the distances “a” and “b” would equal 200 and 275
microns, respectively. These distances correspond to
the respective separations of the vertical component of
the magnetic grid lines on the portrait-face of U.S. one-
dollar and five-dollar banknotes. According to these
embodiments, with two sensors per line separation to
detect N different magnetic line patterns requires an
array of N+1 sensors. For example, to identify and
distinguish between the magnetic inkline patterns found
on one-dollar, two-dollar, and five-dollar U.S. bank-
notes, only four sensor elements would be needed. The
number of sensors illustrated in FIGS. 4A and 4B were
selected for ease of explanation and do not represent a
limitation on the number of sensors that could be uti-
lized either to detect more magnetic line separations or
to detect a given line separation or pattern of separa-
tions.

It would be readily apparent to one skilled in the art
that the minimum number of sensors in an array could
be further reduced if any two non-reference sensors are
coincidentally separated by a spacing equal to that of
magnetic transitions which are to be detected. In such a
situation, merely electrically connecting together these
two sensors in one of the ways described above would
obviate the need to add any additional sensors, thereby
reducing the minimum number of sensors required to
detect N different patterns.

According to another embodiment of the present
invention, to identify the denomination of one-dollar,
two-dolar and five-dollar U.S. banknotes, three sepa-
rate array circuits like that shown in FIG. 2 are utilized.
The first array comprises two or more sensors whose
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gaps are spaced 200 microns apart to match the mag-
netic ink grid line separation of a one-dollar bill. The
second array consists of two or more sensors whose
gaps are separated by a distance of 250 microns to
match the magnetic ink grid line separation of a two-
dollar bill. Lastly, the third array consists of two or
more sensors whose gaps are separated by a distance of
275 microns to match the magnetic ink line separation
of a five-dollar bill. The present invention thus contem-
plates using more than two magnetoresistive sensors to
sense a particular magnetic transition pattern. For ex-
ample, three or more equally spaced sensors could be
used to denominate a one dollar U.S. banknote.

When a one-dollar bill is inserted into a validator
apparatus, the magnetic ink line spacing matches that of
the first array causing the associated comparator output
to indicate a peak condition. The comparator outputs
for the two-dollar and five-dollar detection arrays re-
main low because of the minimal signal present at the
output of their respective voltage adders due to the
mismatch of the magnetic line spacing to the sensor
spacing for those arrays. In addition, specific patterns,
such as simultaneously occurring magnetic events at
two or more separation distances, could be detected.
Further, more arrays can be added to validate other
bills.

To insure the accurate operation of an array, the
signal generated from each sensor should decrease rap-
idly as the magnetic transition is moved away from the
center of the gap 6. Otherwise, a potentially large signal
and a false match indication could be produced from an
array when the magnetic event spacing and the array
sensor separation are slightly mismatched.

An unshielded horizontal magnetoresistive head,
with each magnetoresistive element having a width of
32 microns and a gap of 6 microns, was tested for spatial
resolution by moving the head past a square wave signal
recorded on magnetic recording tape. Test results show
that a spatial resolution of 23 microns is sufficient to
distinguish between the spatial differences of one-dol-
lar, two-dollar and five-dollar bills. As a result, if these
horizontal magnetoresistive sensors are to be used to
denominate U.S. banknotes, typical widths for each
magnetoresistive element 2 are in the range of 20 to 32
microns, with the gaps 6 having a width ranging from 2
to 16 microns. These measurements may vary depend-
ing on the media being sensed.

FIG. 5 is a graphical depiction of the normalized
output signal response of a magnetoresistive head to a
single isolated sharp transition, as a function of the dis-
placement of the transition from the center of the gap in
a computer simulation with a spatial resolution of 19
microns (two times the distance from maximum signal
generation to a position of one-half maximum signal
generation).

FIGS. 6(a)-(c) illustrate the effect on the output sig-
nal of an array comprised of three sensors of equal
separation when a spacing match and varying mis-
matches occur. More particularly, FIG. 6(c) illustrates
that when a match occurs the magnitude of the array
signal output rises sharply to 300 mV before falling off
sharply. FIG. 6(b) illustrates the output signal for the
same array when a mismatch of 40 microns occurs,
which produces flattened peaks with a maximum mag-
nitude of approximately 170 mV. FIG. 6(c) illustrates
the output signal when a mismatch of 60 microns oc-
curs, which produces a further degraded signal of ap-
proximately 140 mV.
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Thus, if a three sensor array were set up to denomi-
nate one dollar U.S. banknotes, a threshold of 235mV
might be set, in which case a sensed banknote that pro-
duces the output shown in FIG. 6(a) would qualify as
being a one dollar denomination. However, if the
threshold were set to 150mV, any sensed banknote
which produces the output shown in FIG. 6(b) or FIG.
6(a) would qualify. In this manner, the sensitivity of the
array can be set to a desired level of resolution. Note
that variability of the sensors, error in gain from the
amplifiers, media errors, noise and other considerations
are taken into account in setting this level.

FIG. 7 graphically depicts the improvement in reso-
lution that occurs when a greater number of sensors are
used to detect a particular magnetic transition pattern.
In FIG. 7, normalized pulse height is plotted against the
spacing mismatch in microns for different numbers of
equally spaced sensors in an array apparatus. The trace
marked B represents an array having two sensors, while
the traces marked C and D represent arrays with three
and four sensors, respectively. FIG. 7 demonstrates, as
expected, that the greater the number of sensors used to
detect a particular separation of magnetic transitions,
the more rapidly the summed output signal falls off with
increasing mismatch displacements. Thus, the greater
the number of sensors utilized in such an array, the
better the spatial resolution.

When two arrays are used to identify two separate
spatial separations of magnetic events on the medium,
then the number of elements can be reduced by one, if
the arrays can be aligned, and if one sensor is shared as
a reference. This array technique can be used to identify
one specific pattern which may or may not recur on the
medium. The presence of a specific pattern can be de-
termined by adding a counter, either explicitly as an
integrated circuit, or implicitly such as might be imple-
mented by a microprocessor and the appropriate soft-
ware. In either case, the number of events that have
been detected within a given region of the media under
test is determined. Further, more than one pattern or
separation can be determined by use of more than one
array. Photolithographic techniques permit the com-
pact and low cost fabrication of such arrays, and allow
the necessary spatial placement of the individual sensor
elements in the array or arrays to be easily defined and
controlled.

As explained thus far, the sensor array has been de-
scribed as having equal spacing between sensors to
detect a magnetic pattern with equal separation be-
tween magnetic events. However, the present invention
can be customized to detect other patterns, both peri-
odic and non-periodic, as well. For example, to detect a
pattern on a medium consisting of alternating magnetic
line spacings of 250 and 275 microns, an array of sensors
alternating at 250 and 275 microns could be con-
structed. Other complete patterns that might not have a
repeating spacing could be detected as well by fabricat-
ing an array of sensors that reflect this more complex
spacing.

For the purpose of the above discussion, it was as-
sumed that only a positive voltage was generated as a
magnetic transition passes beneath the magnetic heads.
In an apparatus according to the present invention, any
negative signal may be ignored, clipped, clamped or
rectified as is appropriate for the application. Further, it
should be obvious to one skilled in the art that the nega-
tive signal may be used as the active portion of the
signal while ignoring any generated positive signals.
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In the embodiments described above the detection of
the presence of specific magnetic patterns are per-
formed directly with signals appearing in real time
without the need for post processing. In addition, it
would be readily apparent to one skilled in the art to
expand the disclosed technique to detect patterns of a
more complex nature. For example, magnetic patterns
which do not necessarily occur with equal spacings,
such as those appearing on a magnetic strip of a credit
card, could be read.

The above descriptions are merely illustrative and are
not to be construed as limitations thereof. Thus, the
present invention covers all modifications, changes and
alternatives in its design, construction and method of
use which fall within the scope of the principles taught
herein.

We claim:

1. An apparatus for identifying a magnetic medium,
comprising:

an array having a first horizontal magnetoresistive

sensor spaced a predetermined distance apart from
a second horizontal magnetoresistive sensor,
wherein the predetermined distance is set to equal
the separation of magnetic transition data which is
characteristic of the medium type to be identified;

a summing means connected to the first and second

magnetoresistive sensors for adding together the
outputs of the sensors, wherein the output of the
summing circuit is at a maximum value when both
sensors simultaneously sense magnetic transition
data; and

a comparator means connected to the output of the

summing means, for comparing the summing
means output to a predetermined minimum thresh-
old value, wherein the medium is identified as
being of a certain type if the summing means output
is greater than the threshold value. '

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

means for normalizing the output generated from

each sensor with respect to one another.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the horizontal
magnetoresistive sensors are unshielded.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the array com-
prises: :

three or more magnetoresistive sensors spaced the

same predetermined distance apart from one an-
other, wherein the output of each of the sensors is
connected to the summing circuit.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the threshold
value is derived from one or more signals in the appara-
tus.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the threshold
value is adjusted at the time of manufacture of the appa-
ratus.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a plurality of
arrays are used to identify a magnetic medium, and
wherein the magnetoresistive sensors of a first array are
spaced apart to identify one type of magnetic data pat-
tern, and the magnetoresistive sensors of subsequent
arrays are spaced apart to identify other types of mag-
netic data patterns.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein a reference
sensor comprises one of the sensors of each array.

9. An apparatus for identifying a magnetic pattern on
a medium, comprising:

an array having a first horizontal magnetoresistive

sensor spaced a predetermined distance apart from
a second horizontal magnetoresistive sensor in a
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longitudinal direction, wherein the predetermined
distance between the sensors is set to equal the
separation of magnetic transition data which is
characteristic of the magnetic pattern to be identi-
fied; and

alogic means connected to the outputs of the first and
second magnetic sensors for generating an output
signal, wherein the logic means generates an output
when both magnetoresistive sensors simulta-
neously sense magnetic transition data.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the horizontal

magnetoresistive sensors are unshielded.

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the logic means
is an AND gate.

12. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the logic means
comprises a digital circuit.

13. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the array com-
prises three or more magnetoresistive sensors spaced
the same predetermined distance apart from one an-
other, and wherein the output of each of the sensors is
connected to the logic means.

14. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein a plurality of
arrays are used to identify a magnetic medium, wherein
the sensors of a first array are spaced apart to identify
one type of magnetic data pattern, and the magnetore-
sistive sensors of subsequent arrays are spaced apart to
identify other types of magnetic data patterns.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein a reference
sensor comprises one of the sensors of each array.

16. An apparatus for detecting magnetic patterns for
use in a cusrrency validator, comprising:

a plurality of horizontal magnetoresistive sensors
arranged to form arrays, each array containing at
least two sensors, wherein each array is character-
ized by a preset distance separating the sensors;

a plurality of summing means for summing the output
of each array; and

a plurality of a threshold detectors connected to the
plurality of summing means, wherein each thresh-
old detector corresponds to a2 denomination type
and wherein a particular threshold detector gener-
ates an output when characteristic magnetic data
corresponding to that particular denomination type
is sensed.

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein a reference

sensor comprises one of the sensors of each array.

18. An apparatus for detecting magnetic patterns for
use in a currency validator, comprising:

a plurality of horizontal magnetoresistive sensors
arranged to form arrays, each array containing at
least two sensors, wherein each array is character-
ized by a preset distance separating the sensors; and

a plurality of logic means, wherein each logic means
is connected to an array, and wherein each logic
means corresponds to a denomination type and
generates an output when characteristic magnetic
data corresponding to that particular denomination
type is sensed.

19. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein a reference

sensor comprises one of the sensors of each array.

20. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein a plurality of
horizontal magnetoresistive sensors are spaced the same
predetermined distance apart from one another to form
the array, and wherein the outputs of each of the plural-
ity of sensors is connected to the logic means.

21. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein a plurality of
horizontal magnetoresistive sensors are spaced at a peri-
odic or non-periodic, repeating or non-repeating prede-
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termined distance apart from each other to form the

array, wherein the array detects a portion or an entire

magnetic pattern or medium, and wherein the outputs
of each of the plurality of sensors is connected to the

logic means. 5

22. An apparatus for denominating banknotes con-

taining magnetic transition data, comprising:

a first horizontal magnetoresistive sensor spaced a
predetermined distance apart from a second mag-
netoresistive sensor to form an array, wherein the 10
predetermined distance corresponds to the separa-
tion of the magnetic transition data on a banknote
type to be denominated;

a summing circuit connected to the outputs of the
first and second horizontal magnetoresistive sen- 15
sors, wherein the output of the summing circuit is
at a maximum voltage when magnetic transition
data is sensed simultaneously by both the first and
second sensors; and

a comparator circuit connected to the output of the
summing circuit and to a predetermined threshold
voltage, wherein the output of the comparator
circuit indicates that a banknote of a certain type
was tested if the output voltage of the summing
circuit is greater than the predetermined threshold
voltage.

23. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein a plurality of
horizontal magnetoresistive sensors are spaced the same
predetermined distance apart from one another to form
the array, and wherein the outputs of each of the plural-
ity of sensors is connected to the summing circuit.
24. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein a plurality of
horizontal magnetoresistive sensors are spaced at a peri-
odic or non-periodic, repeating or non-repeating prede-
termined distance apart from each other to form the
array, wherein the array detects a portion or an entire
magnetic pattern or medium, and wherein the outputs
of each of the plurality of sensors is connected to the
summing circuit.

25. A method for identifying a magnetic medium by

detecting magnetic data on the medium comprising the

steps of:

arranging horizontal magnetoresistive sensors, con-
nected in groups of at least two sensors , to be
spaced apart a predetermined distance from one
another;

transporting the magnetic medium past the sensors;

sensing magnetic transitions on the medium;

generating a signal for each sensed magnetic transi-
tion;

summing the generated signals as they occur for each
group of sensors; and

comparing the summed signals to at least one prede-
termined threshold value to determine if a pattern
of interest indicative of medium type has been de-
tected.

26. The method of claim 25, further comprising:

normalizing each generated signal for the sensed
magnetic transitions.

27. The method of claim 25, wherein the predeter-
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mum summed value when a magnetic transition is

sensed at each sensing position, and the summed value

when a magnetic transition is sensed at each sensing

position less a constant.

28. The method of claim 25, further comprising:

generating an output if the summed signal is at ap-
proximately that maximum value produced by an
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ideal signal under a predetermined number of the
sensing elements of the array to indicate that the
pattern of interest has been detected.

29. A method for identifying a magnetic medium by
detecting magnetic data on the medium, comprising the
steps of:

arranging at least one array of horizontal magnetore-

sistive sensors, wherein each array comprises at
least two sensors spaced apart in a longitudinal
direction to be a predetermined distance from one
another;

connecting a logic circuit to each array;

transporting the medium past the sensors;

sensing magnetic transitions on the medium;

generating a signal for each sensed magnetic transi-

tion;

processing the generated signals as they occur for

each group of sensors; and

identifying the magnetic medium as being of a partic-

ular type if at least one logic circuit indicates that a
pattern of interest was sensed.

30. The method of claim 29, further comprising:

identifying the magnetic medium as being of a partic-

ular type if at least two logic circuits generated
outputs at predetermined times.

31. The method of claim 29, wherein the magnetore-
sistive sensors are arranged in a single line, and wherein
one sensor is utilized as a common reference sensor in
each array.

32. The method of claim 29, wherein the magnetic
pattern of interest consists of non-equally spaced mag-
netic transitions, which may be periodic, and wherein
said pattern is detected by an array of sensors that re-
flect the same spacial relation as the pattern to be de-
tected.

33. The method of claim 32, wherein an output signal
is generated identifying the medium as being of a partic-
ular type only if a predetermined number of the sensors
of said array generated an output signal.

34. The method of claim 29, wherein the sensing
system consists of more than one array of sensors for
detecting magnetic signals of a particular spacing.

35. A method of identifying magnetic media having
parallel equally spaced magnetic transitions using arrays
of horizontal magnetoresistive sensors, comprising the
steps of:

arranging the magnetoresistive sensors to form ar-

rays, each array containing at least a pair of sen-
sors, wherein each array is characterized by the
sensors being separated by predetermined distance
which corresponds to the separation of magnetic
data of interest;

transporting a medium containing patterns with mag-

netic components past the sensor arrays;

sensing the magnetic data;

generating a normalized signal for each magnetic

transition sensed at each of the array sensing posi-
tions;

summing the generated signals within each array;

detecting whether any of the summed signals is close

to the approximate value produced by the presence
of the desired magnetic pattern beneath each of the
sensors of the array; and

generating an output signal identifying the medium as

being of particular type if any one summed signal is
at an approximately maximum value.
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36. The method of claim 35, wherein the step of de-
tecting whether any of the summed signals is at an ap-
proximately maximum value comprises:

comparing the summed signal to a predetermined

threshold value.

37. The method of claim 36, wherein the predeter-
mined threshold value is set to be between a maximum
summed signal that occurs when magnetic transitions
are sensed at all the array sensing positions, and a prede-
termined value equal to that of a summed signal that
would occur if magnetic transitions were sensed at less
than all of the array sensing positions.

38. The method of claim 35, wherein the horizontal
magnetoresistive sensors are arranged in a single line,
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and wherein one sensor is utilized as a common refer-
ence sensor in each array.

39. The method of claim 35, wherein a pattern of
interest consists of non-equally spaced magnetic transi-
tions, which may be periodic, and wherein said pattern
is detected by an array of sensors that reflect the same
spacial relation as the pattern to be detected.

40. The method of claim 39, wherein an output signal
is generated identifying the medium as being of a partic-
ular type only if the summed signal of a predetermined
number of the sensors of said array are at an approxi-
mately maximum value.

41. The method of claim 35, wherein the sensing
system consists of more than one array of sensors for
detecting magnetic signals with a particular spacing,
wherein the magnetic signals may be periodic in nature.
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